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Owlish, offish Henry Kissin- 
ger, the foreign policy wizard, 
is simply over his head in pa- 
perwork. ,v -. 

He is trying to serve Presi- 
dent Nixon as a one-man State 
Department. But the paper- 
work is too voluminous, the 
problems too overwhelming 
even for the brilliant Kissin- 
ger to master. 

Still,, he tries -to manage 
every foreign crisis, to absorb 
every new detail, to advise the 
President on every develop- 
ment* During the three hectic 
weeks before Christmas, the 
seciet White House Papers 
show Kissinger had his fingers 
in the following pies: 

• He directed the top-level 
strategy, sessions . on the Indi- 
axT-Pakistani conflict. He sub- 
mitted the option papers, for 
example, that persuaded Presi- 
dent Nixon to dispatch a naval, 
task force into the Bay of Ben- 
gal. 


• Kissinger compiled a grim 
situation report ' showing a 
dangerous, intensification of 
North Vietnamese . military 
pressure in Laos, Cambodia 
and South Vietnam. Not only 
were our Laotian allies impos- 
sible peril, but the govern- 
ment we support in Cambodia 
appeared to be in danger of 
collapse. He recommended air 
strikes against North Vietnam. 

• He orchestrated the deli- 
cate U.S. strategy in the Mid- 
dle East. Under his direction, 


Ambassador George Bush 
probed and pressed in the 
backrooms of the United Na- 
tions for a diplomatic solution 
while Egypt, and Syria; de- 
ployed their forces for a mili- 
tary showdown. To keep a mil- 
itary balance, Kissinger urged 
the shipment of Phantom jets 
to Israel. 
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-Calling - Kissinger .* 

• He became . deeply in- 
volved in preparing the new 
international monetary agree- 
ment. President Nixon’s uni- 
lateral economic . moves last 
-August caused a diplomatic 
backfire around the world. He 
did not consult with America’s 
trading partners. He offered 
no explanation to the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. He ig- 
nored the diplomatic niceties. 
In all this, he . was advised 
chiefly by Treasury Secretary 
John Connally. Kissinger was 
called in, finally to unravel 
the international disorder. 


He stage-managed the 
President’s blobe-trotting to 
placate ruffled allied leaders. 
Not only were the briefing 
papers prepared under Kissin- 
ger’s supervision, but he trav- 
eled with the President. Kis- 
singer seemed- to be every- 
where — conferring with Brit- 
ish Prime - Minister : Edward 
Heath,. breakfasting with 
French President Georges 
Pompidou and, - after hours, 
hitting the night spots - with 
beautiful young ladies. :: - * 

All the while Kissinger 


; • ’ , 
continued to prepare for the 
presidential pilgrimages to Pe- 
king and Moscow. He not only 
handled the arrangements but 
plotted the big-power chess 
that the President will play 
with our two chief adver- 
saries. ,. - 

, • More than anyone else, 
Kissinger served as ring mas- 
ter for the three-ring Paris 
peace talks, Vienna SALT and 
Brussels NATO conference 
that were going on simultane- 
ously behind closed doors. He 
called the signals from the 
White House. 

He alsc kspt close watch 
through horn-rimmed glasses 
upon such far-flung trouble 
spots - as Cuba,- Chile and 
Korea. He monitored the dip- 
lomatic cables, intelligence 
digests and situation- reports 
that poured into Washington 
from around the globe. His in- 
terpretations and recommen- 
dations, largely, guided the 
President in setting policy ev- 
erywhere. 
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Paper Clip War 

Day after day, Kissinger 
processed dozens of option 
papers, security' memoranda 
and -briefing; papers for the 
President. -Kissinger also 
worked on several major, na- 
tional security studies on such 
subjects as “Prisoners of War” 
and “Laos Peace Initiatives,” 
•In short, Henry Kissinger 
has been running U.S. foreign 
policy out of his basement of- 
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fice in the White House. The 
final decisions, to be sure, 
have been made by the Presi- 
dent. But Kissinger has guided 
the President’s thinking and 
directed the implementation 
of his policies. ■ A 
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The State Department, with 
its worldwide foreign service 
network, has been relegated 
largely, to a messenger service. 
Kissinger accepts briefing 
papers from the State Depart- 
ment, and the department’s 
Specialists participate in 
White House strategy sessions. 

But the' final formulation Of 
policy is handled by Kissinger. 
In preparation; for the Presi- 
dent’s Peking visit, for exam- 
ple, veteran strategists at, the 
State Department submitted, 
briefing papers but weren’t in-’ 
vited to join the advance party- 
now in, Peking. This mission is 
completely controlled by Kis- 
singer. ■ . - ;. . • -V - 

Vet Kissinger has been able 
to operate in almost total se- 
crecy. Congress has sought in 
vain to find out what he’s 
•doing, but he has refused to 
testify as . Secretary of State 
Bill Rogers is required to do. 
The State Department, which 
is charged with the conduct of 
foreign affairs, can’t - even 
keep up with Kissinger. 

.Not until we got hold of the 
White. House Papers has the 
public been given a glimpse 
into Kissinger’s secret opera- 
tions. - ? 
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